Carrozzeria Touring's sublime Alfa
Romeo Super Sprint Coupe
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the margus went over to the populist mainstream

well that's one theory. What is E’T‘DE"IHI' about the
1g0a a5 3 breed is that it resutted § o diverse
array of spin-offs, What was conceived as a deffantly
nar-glamarous saloon car spawned everything from
penry number coschbuit exotics to sport-racing cars,
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£6The amval of the 1900 at the 1950 Pans Motor
Show represented a sea change at Portello??

aeradynamic styling studies to ‘Matta' jeep. This is
Alfa Rermed, it couldr't help itsalf Gazing lovingly st
Robhie Webb's sublime 1gaol Super Sprint. and
marvelling at its exquisite detailing, we're grateful for
the manjues caprciowsness. It may not have sold in
the sort of numbers once armvisaged but Alfa's post-
wiar game-changer cast a long shadow.

Urilike: mast other countries, the USA included,
passenger vehicle manufacture continued in faly
throughout YWz, give or take the occasionzl
ch as, f-!,- an RAF t'c'mh'r'glr—':.\] In 1943
chion slipping
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Monetheless, th 5 the beginning of the end foe Alfa
a5 3 boutigue brand, the firm emenzing Mmom hostlities
with an entirely new agenda. The arrival of the 1g00 at
the 1950 Faris Motor Show represented & Sea change
at Fortells, the Giulietta a further mowe into the
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conceived 8 new car during wartime, his streamiined
‘Gazzellz' saloon having concesled headlights and
spats over all four wheels. But it never reached
jprodiuction or even closa. Resourcas were scare to
ron-existent and, as a bloodied and battered Haky
dusted iteelf down, scores neaded to be settlzd. The
writing was on the wall and Ricart didnt hang around
fong enpugh to read it: he flad for Spain in April 2045
Awize decision a3 Alfa bass Ugo Gabbata - the man
wha'd hired him - was assassinated by unknown
gunmen a day after being cleared of having been 2
collabaratar.

The Gazzella project was dead i the water, the
&lagoo heing reheated as & means to an end as Alfs
e principal Consalv Sanesi lnaked to tha future. The
firm needed 2 new product and fast. Something that
winidld el in larger nurmbers while till retaining the
rharces core walees of style and performance. The
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w, legger front brakes, largar
$ dix verits 2nd So on. The
Zaries 4 car was mechancally similar to the Seres 3
ikeration with a complitely ¢ it (and very

=y} shape, ey Alfa didi't make things easy

r Future historians, while Towrsyg merely compounded
tha misary.
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end sold it at the peak of the markat in the late Bos to
pay for the restoration.

*The car was deliverad new from the factory on
54 bo Giuseppe Mattioll of Carpi, just narkh
The colour was Grigio Souro [dark greyl,
possibly metallic. ttwas imported into the UK on May
13 1g60." Moving between Bromiey and Chelmsford, it
was possibly resprayedin two-tone bive ot some pont
before Banks acquired the car, Thes being a near Go-
year-otd handorsfted Alfa, the restoration was
nesdless to say not without its difficultios. "t took
eight years to complete," says Webh, "Most spares

&Most parts came from AFRA in Milan but I also found
parts in Portugal, Singapore and Malaysia??
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